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. Commerce and Manufactures in e. re- 
tative to the Conn e 5 


'D, INCE ls buſineſs was laſt dion ths conſidera- 

1.0 tion of your Committee, the Chamber has been 
en ee by direction of the Marquis of Graham, and 
ſome of their other correſpondents, with ſeveral co- 
pies of the Repreſentation of the Lords of the Com- 
mittee of his Majeſty's Council for Trade, upon 
<* the preſent ſtate of the laws for regulating the im- 
<c portation and exportation of Corn : And ſubmit. 
„ ting to his Majeſty's conſideration ſome farther 
&« proviſions, which are wanting to amend and im- 
„prove theſe laws.” —And they have obſerved, that 
the greateſt part of the regulations propoſed by their 
Lordſhips have fince been adopted by the Commit- 
tee of the Houſe of Commons on' the Corn Laws. 


The Act of the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, ti 
Geo. III. c. 58.) for regulating the importation and 
exportation of Corn in England and Wales, being 
made the baſis of theſe new regulations, which, it is 
propoſed, ſhall be extended to Scotland; we "ſhall 
therefore la 5 before the Chamber a more particular | 


ſtatement of that law than has hitherto been e 
; A, 


It is proper to premiſe, that, from the year 1774, 
till of late, the importation and exportation of Corn 
was regulated all over Britain, according to the pri- 
ces in each county or port ſeparately, agreeable to 
the AQ of the 13 Geo. III. c. 43. which is ſtill in 
force with regard to Scotland. —The firſt alteration | 


K 


ek on this law in England. was s by the 21 Geo. nt. 
e. 50. which regulated importation and exportation 
in the port of London, and the counties of Kent and 
Eſſex, by an average of the prices at the Corn Ex- 
change in the city of London, made up and aſcer- 
tained by the Inſpector of Corn Returns; (an Officer 
created by that Act,) from returns of theſe prices 
made to him weekly by two Corn Factors choſen by 


lot, from thoſe employed in the ſale of Grain.—The 


AQ of laſt Seſſion made ſome alterations on that law, 
and extended the principle of it over the whole of 
England and Wales.—By this Act, the county of 
Suſſex is added to the hrs je diſtri, in which the 


exportation and importation continues to be regu- 


lated by the average of.the London prices, made up 


by the InſpeQor, not from the returns of two Corn 
Factors, as formerly, but from returns made by all 
thoſe employed in the ſale of Grain in London and 
the Suburbs. The other maritime counties of Eng- 


land and Wales are divided into eleven diſtricts, in 


each of which the importation and exportation is re- 
gulated by an average of the prices within the ſame, 
made up at London by the Receiver of Corn Returns, 
(an Officer created by the Act 10 Geo. III. c. 39.) 


from returns of theſe prices made to him weekly by 


certain Officers created by this Act, called Inſpectors 
of the prices of Corn Returns, from a certain number 
of markets in each diſtrict; ſuch markets being fix- 
ed, and theſe InſpeQors appointed by the Juſtices of 


Gi Peace at the Michaelmas Quarter Seſſions.— The 


Receiver of Corn Returns is appointed to tranſmit, 
weekly, to his Majeſty's ColleQor, or other chief of- 
ficer in each diſtrict, the week's account and average, 


as a rule for the exportation and payment of the | 


bounty in that diſtri&, till a new account and ave- 


rage be received by him; and, in like manner, to 
tranſmit, quarterly, to the fame officer, an average | 
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of the prices of: all kinds of Grain, except Oats, for 
the laſt ſix weeks, and an average of the price of 
Oats for the laſt thirteen weeks, as a rule for the 
duties payable on importation of foreign Corn and 
Grain, till a new average be received by him; the 


prices for regulating exportation, and payment of 


the bounty, and alſo thoſe for regulating the duties 
on importation, being continued the ſame as 980 the 


former law. 5 


It is this new law which: it was found neceſſary to 
break through, by a proclamation, before the end of 
the year, and for which an act of indemnity was paſ- 
ſed this ſeſſion of Parliament. The propriety, and 
even neceſſity of this proclamation is ſtated in a pre- 
face to the repreſentation now before us, part of 
which we take the N to tranſcribe. 


«Ina former repreſentation to his Majeſty, pre- 
ce ſented about the middle of laſt December, it was 
<« ſhewn, that the price of Wheat, taken on an ave- 


< rage from the ſeveral markets of England, was, at 


er that time, fifty-two ſhillings per quarter: That the 
price of Wheat, as taken from the market of Am- 


„ ſterdam, which is a free market for Corn, and affords 


« therefore the belt criterion of the medium price of 
“Europe, was, by the loweſt eſtimation, ten ſhillings 


* higher per quarter;—That the prices of Corn, in 


* other foreign countries, were much higher than in 


ordinary years: — That the old ſtock of Wheat was 
nearly exhauſted, in moſt parts, by the demands of 
* the foregoing year: That bounties were given by 


«the Municipality of Paris, on Wheat brought into 
6 the ſaid city; and that bounties were paid, as well 
by the Government of France, as by the Munici- 
palities of many of the great towns ſituated upon 
os the coalt, on W heat imported therein: — That in 
e 0 2 
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. Spain, all duties on Corn Auger were taken off, 


and that bounties were given on Wheat and Indian 


Corn imported into that kingdom: That the ex- 


port of Wheat had been prohibited from ſome of 


Fo the Northern Countries, from whence great-quan- 
« tities of that article are uſually drawn, for the ſup- 


« ply of the Southern Countries of Furope:—Thar, 
in expectation of a ſcarcity, many Governments had 


formed magazines for the ſuſtenance of their ſub- 


& jets; and That contracts had been made with mer- 


„ chants of England for the delivery of American 


<« Wheat at ſixty-two and ſixty-five! ſhillings per quar- 


* ter, and for the delivery of American flour, at ſixty 


* nnz Per tack, on its arrival i in 1280 nen 


6: Tt was alſo 8 Hip from a allure 1 in the exe- 


« cution of an act paſt in the laſt Seſſion of Parlia- 


«© ment, there was at that time no law in force, ſuffi. 


«© cient to prevent the exportation of Corn, whatever 


the price might be, or to permit the importation 


| 60 To low duties, if i it ſhould be found neceſſary. 


In the rogreſontarion which Follies! that preface, 


their Lordſhips ſtate, though without any formal di- 


viſion of the fubject; iſt, Certain facts ſhowing the 
expediency of reviſing our Corn Laws, and the 
principles by which, in their Lordſhips opinion, ſuch 
laws ought to be regulated: 2dly, In what reſpe&s 
theſe laws are defective, and what amendments ought 
to be made on them, ſo as to make them correſpond 
with the principles before ſtated. Each of theſe par- 


ticulars is treated in a manner ſo perſpicuous and 


able, that we would wifh to tranſcribe the whole pa- 
per, but this would exceed the bounds which we 
muſt preſcribe to ourſelves in the preſent Report. 
We ſhall therefore confine ourſelves to a few extracts, 
and a ſhort ſtatement of tome other particulars, which 


PPE. 


„„ NS Os a ERS. 


K 1 


appear to us of ſuch importance as to demand the 


; immediate attention of the Chamber, to which we 


ſhall add fuch remarks and obſervations as have oc- 


_ curred to ourſelves on the points before us, which 
we underſtand to have been the purpoſe of commu- 
nicating the repreſentation; leaving it to fuch as de- 

fire further information to have recourſe to the re- 


preſentation itſelf, which we recommend to the per- 
uſal of all who intereſt themſelves in * ee 


- buſineſs. 


; 
: 


Their Lordſhips- attention was 1 0 to „ this + ſub. 


ject from obſerving a great change 1 in the circumſtan- 


ces of this country ; it appearing from accounts laid 


before them “ that this kingdom, which in former 


« times uſed to produce more Corn than was neceſ- 
« fary for the confumption of its inhabitants, has of 


late years been under the neceſſity of depending 


< on foreign countries for a part of its ſupply.“ In 


proof of this, their Lordſhips ſtate, that while upon 
an average of nineteen years from 1746 to 1765, the 


nett returns to the nation for the Grain exported is 
fuppoſed to have been no lefs than 651,0001. per an- 
num; ſo great is the ſubſequent change of circum- 
ſtances, that on an average of eighteen years, from 


1770 to 1788, it appears that this country paid to 


foreign nations no leſs than 291,0001. per annum 


for Corn to ſupply its inhabitants. 


we ars fwiified that this nba change i is 
25 be imputed, as their Lordſhips obſerve, to an 
« increaſed population; to the number of horſes and 
* other cattle, which we now breed and maintain, 


more than formerly; and to that opulence which 


has generally diffuſed itſelf among all ranks of men, 


* from the extenſion of our trade and manufac- 


5 

„ tures, hich has occaſioned an increaſed conſump. 
&« tion of all the neceſſaries of life.” — For we know, 
that agriculture ſo far from declining, has within 
theſe thirty years, been very much improved, at 
leaſt in many parts of Scotland, and ſeveral of the 
northern counties of England; and we believe pret- 
ty generally over every part of Britain : This change 
therefore, which might at firſt ſight appear unfavour- 
able to the country, is in reality, the moſt unqueſtion- 
able evidence of its growing improvement and opu- 
lence-—And while we continue to proſper, in the 
fame ratio, we may lay our account with finding the 
importation of Corn gradually increafing, nor can 
it decreaſe, but with the decline of the population, 
wealth, and importance of the nation. | 


Their Lordſhips declare themſelves © further im- 

„ prefſed with the importance of this ſubject, and 
ce the more induced to think that it requires imme- 
e diate attention, as from accounts they have recei- 
e ved of the produce and conſumption of Corn in 
e molt European countries, they are inclined to be- 
5e leve, that in ordinary years, the produce of Corn 

*in Europe, is not more than equal to the con- 
* ſumption of its inhabitants; and that whenever 

ce the crops fail, in any degree, the deficiency can 

only be ſupplied from the harveſts of America ;*” 

a fac which merits the moſt ſerious conſideration, 


Having ſtated theſe facts, their Lordihips expreſs 
their opinion, That the principles which are beſt 
ce adapted for the conduct and regulation of other 
* trades, cannot, in every reſpect, be applied to this 
of Corn: Other trades in general produce only 
ce the comforts and conveniences of life This has 
« for its object an artic:. that is indiſpenſably neceſ- 
« ſary for ſubſiſtence. If they at any time decline, 
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ſome individuals may be affected in their fortunes, 
and the public can only ſuffer a temporary loſs and 
inconvenience; — but a miſtaken ſpeculation in the 


trade of Corn may produce dearth the conſe- 
quence of which will always be general diſtreſs, 


and ſometimes popular commotions: So that in 
= 


the management of this trade, Government ought 
ever to have in view, not only the proſperity of the 


rrade itſelf, and the creſts of thoſe concerned in 
it, but the ſubſiſtence of the people. 


« The beſt market for Corn, in every country, is 
the home market; and the circulation of it within 
every kingdom ought to be tree, ſo that the ſurplus 
of one part may ſupply the deficiencies of the other 
and that the price, throughout the whole country, 


may be brought as near as poſſible to a level. 


« To facilitate the tio of Corn, this king- 
dom enjoys peculiar advantages, which ariſe from 
its ſituation as an iſland; from the number of its 
canals, and the excellence of its roads; and by 
theſe means the populous and manufacturing coun- 
ties, in ſome parts of the iſland, can draw the ne- 
ceſſary ſupplies from other parts which are leſs 
populous, but more productive of Corn. 


< In other countries magazines of Corn are form- 
ed by their reſpective Governments, or by the prin- 
cipal Magiſtrates of great cities, as a reſource in 


times of ſcarcity. This country has no ſuch inſti- 


tution—The ſtores of Corn are here depoſited in 
the barns and ſtacks of wealthy farmers, and in 


the magazines of merchants and dealers in Corn, 


who ought to be by no means reſtrained, but ra- 
ther encouraged in laying up ſtores of this nature, 
as, after a deficient Crop, they are thereby enabled 


/ 
l 
| 
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* to divide the inconvenience ariſing from it as equal- 
ly as poſſible through every part of the year; and 
5 by checking improvident conſumption in the be- 
* ginning of ſcarcity, prevent a famine, which might 
© otherwiſe happen before the next harveſt. The in- 
ce land trade of Corn therefore ought to be perfectly 
& free This freedom can never be abuſed—To ſup- 

e poſe that there can be a monopoly of fo bulky and 
« periſhable a commodity, diſperſed through ſo many 
5 hands over every part of the country, is an idle 
« and vain apprehenſion. The ancient laws of this 
«& kingdom, which, by a falſe policy, reſtrained the 
bs "$1 trade of Corn, have in general been repeal- 
* ed. The 15 Cha, I. c. 7. which does not permit 
the buying 3 to ſell again, and the laying it up 
* in granaries, except when the ſeveral ſorts of Corn 
e are below certain prices therein mentioned, is the 
« only law of this deſcription which will now be 
found in our ſtatute-book, and ought certainly not 
< to remain there any longer. 


We heartily ſubſcribe to theſe principles, which | 
appear to be founded in wiſdom and found policy:— | 
And we beg leave to add, that, for the ſame reaſon, } 
the Scots laws which lay reſtraints on the inland trade | 


of Corn, ought to be repealed. 


It is both with diffidence and regret that we preſume | 
to differ from ſome of the ſubſequent principles or 
concluſions ſtated by their Lordſhips—But convin- | 
ced as we are, that freedom in the import and ex- 
port of Corn, as well as in the home trade, at leaſt a a 
much greater degree of freedom than what ſeems in- 
tended by the propoſed regulations, would beſt pro- 
mote the true intereſt of all ranks and profeſſions in 
the nation, we think the explanation of our ſenti- 


— 
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) 
dense and to our country. 


Their Lordſhips, after ſtating, as as e 

the advantages ariſing from a perfectly free inland 
trade in Corn, add, But to extend the freedom of 
< this trade to an unreſtrained export of Corn to fo- 
< reign countries, would, in the opinion of the Com- 


< the ſtock of any 


ingdom, and deprive its inhabi- 
e ſending it for the ſupply of other nations.” In ſup- 


the courſe of laſt year, moſt of the countries of Eu- 
rope, and even Hamburgh, Holland; and particular- 


a free trade in Corn with foreign countries can occa- 
ſion no inconvenience to the inhabitants—all found 
it neceſſary, directly or indirectly, to prevent an un- 


the Miniſters of many countries, to break thro? theſe 
that had it not been for his Majeſty's provident inter- 


deprived of the advantage they now enjoy of pur- 
chaſing this neceſſary article of ſubſiſtence at a much 
| chEaper rate than thoſe of any ing nations. 


Here we bug leave to obſerve, that, the inſtances 
in point of fact and reaſoning on them, thus brought 
in ſupport of a reſtraint on exportation, all refer to 
laſt ſeaſon, the like of which, for general ſcarcity, 
has not occurred above once or twice in a century; 


<< mittee, be productive of the greateſt evils; ſuch ex- 
< port might, in a ou of general ſcarcity, exhauſt 


port of this E their Lordfhips ſtate, that in 


ly the town of Amſterdam, which being free markets 
for Corn, are generally appealed to for a proof that 


reſtraints, and draw ſupplies from their neighbours, | 


poſition, the people of this country would have been 


ments'a duty which we owe to the Chamber, t to bur 


< tants of what is neceſſary for their ſubſiſtence, by 4 


_ 


limited exportation; and that ſuch was the induſtry | 
and artifice employed by the merchants, and even by 


and for 9 * which, it ſeems impoſſible” 
B 


F 

to frame any neneral laws.—We teadily alloy: that 
in ſuch extraordinary caſes, a reſtraint on exporta- 
tion, ſuch as that impoſed by his Majeſty's proclama- 
tion, is juſt and neceſſary, being founded on the prin- 
ciple of ſelt-preſervation.—But we do humbly main- 
tain, that in juſtice to the farmer and landholder, no 
other reſtraint ſhould be laid on exportation; and in- 
deed, that no other ſpecies of reſtraint will prove ef- 
| fectual, as was evident from the inſufficiency of the 
preſent laws on the late occafion—The only limit, 

therefore, ſet to a free exportation, ought, in our 
humble opinion, to be a power. veſted in his Majeſty 
in Council, to reſtrain it on the like emergencies; 
which has already been proved to be the only effec- 
tual mode, and which muſt prove as much fo, though 
the exportation were in every other reſpect free, as 
it can do under the propoſed limitations. 


It was no doubt intended by our Corn Lin, as ob- 
ed by their Lordfhips, « Firſt to ſecure a reaſon- 
able price at all times to the farmer, and, in the 
next place, to prevent the price being, at any time, 
< ſo high as to diſtreſs the poor and the manufactu- 
ce rer.“ With a view to the firſt of theſe objects their 
Lordſhips obſerve, That no market will be plenti- 
1 Rally ſupplied with Corn, unleſs ſome liberty is 

< given of diſpoſing to profit of the ſurplus for which 
there may be no demand; without this liberty the 
« farmer would endeavour fo to contrive, as to pro- 
„ duce no more Corn than could be fold in the home- 
<* market at a reaſonable profit, and his ſpeculations 
ce would extend no further; the conſequence would 
< be, that he would frequently produce lefs than the 
ee home-market would demand, and ſcarcity muſt 
* ſome times enſue; for it has been found by expe- 
c rience, that a very {mall deficiency of crop, will 


< raiſe the price in a very high degree.” And from 
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this their Lordſhips conclude, “ That it is right 40 -- 
allow the exportation of Corn, whenever it is fold 
ce under a certain 8 | . 


All parties are agreed in this general propoſiti ition, 
and we have already expreſſed our opinion, that no 
limit ſhould be ſet to that freedom of exportation, 
except a diſcretionary power veſted in his Majeſty in 
Council, to reſtrain it on extraordinary occaſions. 
But their Lordſhips go farther—< It is not neceſ- 


* ſary,” ſay they, © to offer any thing in vindication 


ce of that policy, which commenced at the Revolu- 
tion, of encouraging, by bounty, this exportation, 
and which the Legiſlature has thought fit to con- 
ce tinue to the preſent time.” Their Lordſhips add, 

% Whatever.doubts may be entertained by ſome, of 
<« the wiſdom of this meaſure, it cannot ſurely be 
ce prudent to alter it at preſent;“ and then ſtate the 
fact, that agriculture has progreſſively increaſed and 
flouriſhed from, the time when this bounty was firſt 
granted; (though it is allowed that other cauſes have 
been aſſigned for this improvement,) adding a num- 


ber of other circumſtances as reaſons for continuing 
the b at leaſt for the preſent. 


1 is well known, chat this cn has long been 
of a very different opinion. — We think it unneceſ- 
ſary to enter at preſent on any particular conſidera- 
tion of the circumſtances and reaſoning brought in 
ſupport of the above propoſition; except obſerving, 


that the whole proceeds on the ſuppoſition, that Bri- 
tain may, in common years, always reckon upon hav- 


ing a ſurplus of Corn to export, more than is ſuffici- 

at home, —Even were ſuch the 

caſe, though the bounty would, unqueſtionably, be 

leſs hurtful, we ſhould doubt very much of its proving 

beneficial, or even innocent.—But, after it has been 
B 2 


* 
proved i in ſo ſatisſactory a Manner, that notwithſlang: 
ing the late rapid improvements in agriculture, the 

population and conſumption of the country has ſo far 
_ outſtript it, as not only to require all the Corn raiſed 
in the Ifland, but alſo an additional importation to 
"the value of; near 300,0001. per annum more to ſup- . 
ply the inhabitants; we mult be forgiven in ſaying, 
that to continue the bounty, and thereby, at conſi- 
derable expence to the public, encourage and force, 
as it were, the exportation of Corn from the country, 


which muſt again be imported or otherwiſe replaced 
at an addirional expence, with a great deal more, for 


the neceſſary ſubſiſtence of the people, cannot be ea. 


ſily reconciled to reaſon or ſound policy. — Their 
Lordſhips may have had good reaſons for adviſing a 
continuation of the bounty for the preſent; but we 
muſt declare ourſelves utterly unacquainted with 
them; nor after the light which their Lordihips have 
thrown upon this very important ſubject, can we en- 
tertain a doubt, that all concerned will ſoon be of 
| the ſame opinion with this Chamber. 


After what has been N in our former eee it 
” is ſcarce neceflary to mention our grounds of objec- 
tion to the continuation of the bounty.—lt has, in 
our humble « opinion, been detnonſtrated, that no be- 
nefit worth counting on has been derived from the 
bounty even to the Corn Counties; as the chief effect 
of it muſt have been to enhance the price to the conſu- 
mer, and of courſe to raiſe that of every ſpecies of ma- 
nufacture and other article of conſumption, ſo that 
the Farmer and Landholder loſe juſt as much by the 
laſt, as they gain by the firſt; while, on the other 
hand, every circumſtance which. enhances the price 
of our manufactures, muſt limit our powers of com- 
_ petition in foreign markets, where, the bounty on ex- 
Portation enables their manufacturers to eat our Corn 


1 is 


on equal, and ſometimes lower terms than we do our - 


ſelves.— It has ever been accounted wiſe policy in a 


manufacturing nation, to encourage the importation 
of the raw materials of their manufactures on as low 


terms as poſſible; but this has been entirely loſt fight 
of, in the inſtance before us; as the direct tendency 
of the bounty, and many other of our Corn regula- 
tions is, artificially, to enhance the price of the moſt 
neceſſary and important of all materials, the bread 


1 and fubfiſtence of our labourers and manufacturers. 


11 may be proper W to aki notice of a remark 


mentioned by their L. ordſhips, that, in manufactu- 


“fring towns, there is more regularity of conduct, 
<« and more productive induſtry, when Corn is not 
« at a price unuſually low.“ his ſobriety and in- 
duſtry, however, is not, in our opinion, to be impu- 


ted to ſuch price being high, but to its being corre- 


ſpondent to that medium value on which the price of 


labour muſt be computed; as manufacturers, and all 


other labourers are uniformly found moſt ſober and 
induſtrious when their wages are ſufficient to make 
them live eomfortably, without admitting of idleneſs 
or diſſipation.— In this country, therefore, where the 


value of Corn is, by the force of the regulations, kept 


above its natural rate, the medium on which wages 


muſt be computed is neceſſarily proportionally high, 
and the labourers and manufacturers will, of courſe, 
be found moſt ſober and induſtrious when the price 
of Corn correſponds to that rather high medium rate. 


ut if the price of Corn were not thus artificially 


kept up, the medium would be lower, the wages, 


of courſe, would be reduced, and the manufacturers 


would be found equally ſober and induſtrious, when 


the actual prices of Corn correſponded to this low me- 
dium, as when it at preſent correſponds to the high 


. with this i * difference, that the articles 
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produced would come proportionally cheaper to the 
conſumer at home, and go with infinitely more ad- 
vantage into the competition in foreign markets. 


But though the country where Corn, and of courſe 
the wages of labour are comparatively low, has thus 
(other things being equal) ſo great and obvious ad- 
vantages over all others, where theſe are higher, yet 
the ſobriety and induſtry of the manufacturers, while 
they have employment, does not depend ſo much 
on the medium to which their wages correſpond, be- 
ing comparatively high or low, as on the actual 
price being ſteadily kept at or about that medium 
whatever it be. Their Lordſhips expreſs their ſenſe 
of the truth and importance of this obſervation in 
their concluding paragraph on this branch of the 
fubjeQ—< The policy,“ fay they, of our laws has 
„produced an effect highly advantageous, both ta 
«the grower and conſumer of Corn, by rendering 
<« the viciſſitudes of plenty and dearth leſs frequent 
& than they were formerly, and by making the price 
& of. Corn more ſteady and uniform. We have al- 
ready ſtated the reaſons of our opinion that no be- 
nefit has been derived to the grower, and much leſs 
to the conſumer, from the effect which theſe laws 
have to keep the price above the natural rate; and 
we are extremely ſorry that we cannot perſuade our- 
ſelves that they have the other effect imputed to 
them, of rendering the prices ſteady and uniform 
The abundance occaſioned by a plentiful crop is ſure- 
ly always to be accounted a bleſſing, as it not only 
affords the ſupplies of the year, but, if the trade were 
left to its natural courſe, would leave a ſurplus © in 
«© the barns and ſtacks of wealthy farmers, and in 
© the magazines of merchants and dealers in Corn,“ 
as their Lordſhips have before exprefled it, to make 
up for the deficiency of a more unfavourable ſeaſon 


- TE 


and any barrel Me, the effect of the bounty is 
to force away this ſurplus in the years of plenty, fo 


that when the ſcanty ſeaſon arrives, nothing remains 
to make up the deficiency, and the whole addition- 
al ſupplies wanted, muſt be imported at a great and 
accumulated expence to the nation, firſt in boun- 


ties paid to force off the ſurplus, and then in the 
coſt and charges of a much greater importation than 


would otherwiſe have been neceflary.—Add to this, 
that when importation is neceſſary, the merchants 
and dealers in Corn, would, if the trade were free, 


import by degrees for the ſupply of the country, 


ſuch quantities only, as they found could be diſpoſed 


of at a moderate profit; whereas, under the preſent 


regulations, the uncertainty of the opening and ſhut- 


ting of the ports is ſuch, that the merchant is ſome- 5 


times deterred from ordering the quantity neceſſary 
for the ſupply of the inhabitants, leaſt on arrival the 
ports ſnould be found ſhut; and 1s, at other times, 
induced to hurry in too much, when the ports are 
open, leſt a ſubſequent ſhutting of them ſhould 
prevent the importation of the neceſſary quantity; 
thus producing in the one caſe a dearth, and in the 
other a glut, with all thoſe conſequent viciſſitudes, ſo 
unfavourable to ſobriety and induſtry among the ma- 
nufacturers and labourers.—In a word, the tenden- 
cy of our preſent laws, inſtead of anſwering the pur- 


poſe of promoting uniformity and ſteadineſs in the 
price of Corn, have a direct contrary effect, occaſion- 


ing ſuch irregularity and uncertainty that the trade 
in Corn has become more an object of ſpeculation 
than that regular branch of commerce, which, alone, 


is conſiſtent with the ſafety of the "People and the 


5 intereſt of the nation. 


It otight thirefore t to ) be the firſt object of every 
one who wiſhes well to the happineſs and proſperity 
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of hls country, to bene that regularity and fteadi-' 


neſs to the Corn trade, which is ſo eſſentially neceſ- 
fary to thefe ends, and which the operation of our 


preſent laws has ſo much deranged. —In this view, the 


repeal of the reſtraints on the inland trade, advifed 


by their Lordſhips, is ſurely a wiſe meaſure, and 


ſome other regulations may no doubt be deviſed as 


palliatives, even under the a of laws. — 
But nothing can, in our humble) opinion, have the 
_ defired effect, ſhort of a perfect freedom, or at leaſt 


a much greater degree of it, even with foreign coun- 
tries, than hitherto ſeems intended. It is this conſi- 


deration which induced us to ſuggeſt, that for the 


encouragement of the farmer, no limits ſhould be 


| ſet to the freedom of exportation, except a power 


veſted in his Majeſty in Council, to reſtrain it when 
the prices exceed certain rates fixed as high as to 
the wiſdom of Parliament ſhould ſeem proper.—And 
with the ſame view, we mentioned im our former 
Report, and now repeat the fame obſervation, that 
it would be the intereſt of this country, for the ſake 
of uniformity and ſteadineſs in the markets, rather 
to ſubmit to a moderate duty on importation, pro- 
vided the bounty were aboliſned or conſiderably 

diminiſned, and no other reſtraint impoſed on 


importation, rather than continue under the pre- 


ſent laws. Such a plan, while it brought a conſider- 
able revenue to Government, would, in our humble 


opinion, greatly ſimplify the execution of the law, 


and beſt promote the views of the farmer, becauſe 


leſs liable to be evaded; and, at the ſame time, as 
the merchant could then import, whenever the cir- 
eumſtances of the country required it, the people 


might depend on the neceſſary ſupplies much more 


certainly, though poſſibly ſomewhat dearer, than 


under the capricious and ſometimes abuſed operations 
of the preſent law; and on ſuch a plan there ſeems 
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no other regulation to be required, unleſs it be, that 


a his Majeſty in Council ſhould have authority, as ad- 


viſed py their Lordſhips, not only to reſtrain expor- 


tation, but to allow importation on lower duties, or 


even free of Ys when prices came to be very 


hien 


We muſt allow, that neither at nor any FITS 
ſcheme, of which either the bounty or duty make a 
part, can be reconciled to the circumſtances of a 
country ſuch as this has been proved to be, which 


requires not only all the Corn produced at home, 
but a great additional quantity by importation, for 


the neceflary ſupply of the inhabitants ;—and we re- 
queſt it may be obſerved, that we propoſe it not as a 
remedy, but as the beſt palliative that occurs to us, 
while the preſent ſyſtem of Corn Laws, or 1 ANY modi- 
fication of it is continued. 


We have only to add on this branch of the repre- 
ſentation, that we have no ſuch apprehenſions as theſe 
expreſſed by ſome that the abolition of the bounty, 
and making the trade in Corn free, would have any 
unfavourable effects on the agriculture of the coun- 
try; for it has been proved that the demand in the 
home market is more than ſufficient to conſume all 
the Corn produced in the country; and it ſeems both 
unneceſſary and cruel, to force into foreign coun- 
tries, what 1s abſolutely neceſſary for the inhabitants 
of our own. 


: 85 


Their Lordſhips having traced the e by 
which, in their opinion, the Corn Trade ought to be 
regulated, and to which our Corn Laws appear in 
general to conform, proceed to conſider in what re- 


ſpect theſe laws are defective, and what anette 


C 


„„ 


ought to be made on them, ſo as to make them fully 
_ correſpond with the principles before Fg. 


Under this lead: their Lordſhips give a very a accu- 
rate ſtatement of the Corn Laws from the earlieſt 
times to the preſent, with many judicious remarks up- 
on their tendency and defects, and ſuggeſt ſuch amend- 
ments and further proviſions as appear to them want- 
ing for the improvement of theſe laws ; which, on 
the plan their Lordſhips are pleaſed to adopt, appear 
to us to be 1n general well calculated to produce the 

ends in view. 


We take the liberty to ſet en br the ile. 
ration 'of the Chamber, the particular regulations 
adviſed by their Lordſhips, with ſuch obſervations 
thereon as occur to us; in which, we will not pre- 
ſume to urge any further our objections to the prin- 
ciple of the propoſed law, but ſhall only humbly ſuggeſt 
| ſuch alterations as appear to us beſt calculated to 
accommodate the plan propoſed to the circumſtan- 
ces.of the country in general, and this part of it in 
particular. 


xt, © That England continue to be divided in- 
to diſtricts, according to the plan of the act of 
laſt ſeſſion; and that Scotland be 1 9 into 


diſtricts 1 in like manner.“ 


In our laſt report, we 4 our 9 wiſh to 
be put under the ſame law with England, rather than 
continue under a different ſyſtem, though apparently 
for the preſent more advantageous to us; and the 
Chamber will be pleaſed to find our ſentiments ſo 
perfectly agreeable to the opinion of the Right Ho- 
nourable Adviſers of theſe regulations. 
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It gives us pleaſure too, to be able to 8 the 


| Chamber, that in the act of laſt ſeſſion, ſuch atten- 


tion appears to have been paid to the ſimilarity of 
the circumſtances. of the counties thrown together 
into the ſame diſtrict, that in ſeveral inſtances, theſe 


W diitricts conſiſt of no more than two counties; and 


even one county, that of Norfolk, forms a diſtri& by 


W itſelf. —As we cannot doubt of the ſame attention 
being paid to our ſituation and circumſtances, we 


beg leave to ſuggeſt, as in our former report, that 
it would beſt ſuit this part of the country, to have 
the counties of Lanark, Renfrew, and Dumbarton, 


9 claſſed into one diſtrict; 3 we ſhould have no ob- 


jection to the counties of Argyle and Bute being claſſed 
along with us, if it be agreeable to the noblemen, 
gentlemen, and inhabitants of theſe two counties;— 

and, for greater ſecurity againſt evaſion, Ayfſhire, 
though a plentiful corn county, might alſo be added, 


| ſo as to take in the whole Frith of Clyde; regulat- 
ing the importation and exportation, by an average 


of the market prices at Glaſgow, Paiſley, Dumbarton, 


| Inveraray, Rothſay, and Ayr, or ſuch of them as 


make regular refurns,—But we are decidedly of opi- 


nion, that extending our diſtrict any further, eſpecial- 


ly to. the ſouthward, would always occaſion very high 
prices in theſe counties, and would often be produc- 
tive of dearth, and conſequent diſtreſs and ruin to 
our manufactures. 


2d, That whenever the export of any ſort of 

Corn is {topped in any one diſtrict, becauſe . 

the price thereof is above the export price, 
Corn of the ſame ſort, ſhould not be allowed 

to be carried from thence coaſtwiſe to any 

other diſtrict, the ports of which are open 

for the exportation thereof,” ” 

A: A 
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34, That the act of 10 Geo. III. c. 39. ies re- 

giſtering the prices of Corn, fo far as relates 

to the appointment of Inſpectors, be repealed, 

and that the regiſtry of Corn, publiſhed week- 
| ly in the Jazette, be formed upon the ave- Wi 
Tages taken, according to the prices returned 
by the Inſpectors 1 71 under the act of 
laſt To, = 


Ch 
ions 


Ith, “ That a duty of one $0 OY per laſt be 
paid on all Britiſh Corn imported coaſtwiſe, 
and one penny per laſt on all Corn imported 
from foreign countries into all the ports of 

Great Britain, as is now paid in the port of 
London; and that the money ariſing from 
theſe duties, be made a fund for the payment 

of the Inſpectors, and defraying the other ex- 
pences incurred by this act; and that the 

Corn returns ſent by the poſt be not ſubject to 
the payment of poltage.”' 
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j 5th, That the Inſpectors be WY not 17 Ates, ! 

| as directed by the act of laſt year, but by a 
certain allowance for each return, certified | 
to have been properly made by the Receiver 
of Corn returns, according to the act of the 
roth year of your 8 0 8 reign, c. 39. 9 


Theſe four regulations appear run intended 
for necellaty and beneficial purpoſes. 


6th, © That, in caſe the returns from any y diſtri 
ſhall not be completely made, according to | 
the directions of the act, the importation and | 
exportation of every ſort of Corn in that di- 
ſtrict ſhall be governed by the average price 
of the reit of the kingdom.“ 


„ ] 

We cannot help being apprehenſive, that this re- 
gulation, which is intended to ſecure the regular exe- 
cution of the law, might open a door for evaſion, and 
ſometimes, even without deſign, occaſion much di- 
ſtreſs. —The average prices of this, and {ſeveral other 
diſtricts, are generally above thoſe of the country at 
large.—If therefore this regulation was adopted, an 
intentional, or even an accidental neglect in any one 
of the towns, appointed to make the regular returns, 
would always ſubject us to the inconvenience of a 
dearth, and ſometimes to greater calamities, before 
we could, by law, import the neceſſary ſupplies; and 
it can ſearcely be ſuppoſed, conſidering how many 
different places muſt make returns, and how very of- 
ten theſe returns are to be made; but that, indepen- 
dent of intended evaſion, the miſcarriage of letters 
or other accidents, will occaſion ſome, nay frequent 
irregularities; .and we cannot but be ſeriouſly appre- 
henſive of the confequences.—Befides, it is putting it 
in the power of any one of the towns, appointed to 
make the returns, entirely to fruſtrate the intention 
of the act, without the others having it in their power 
to prevent it, as, by withholding their return, the 

force the importation and exportation of that diſtrict 
to be governed by the general average of the king- 
dom, inſtead of the average of the diſtri& itſelf, as 
preſcribed by the act. We would therefore humbly 
propoſe, that, in every ſuch caſe, the importation and 
exportation, in each diſtrict, ſhould be regulated by 
an average of the returns actually made; and it does 
not occur, that any dangerous conſequences could 
follow. — Thoſe guilty of a wilful neglect may be ſub- 

1 1 to a penalty; but it would be not only a great 
| hardſhip to make the innocent and regular ſuffer for 
the negligence of others, over whom they have no 
controul, but extremely dangerous to the comfort 
and ſafety of many parts of the kingdom. 


L* J 


Me muſt, on this point, further obſerve, that, 48 


there are no regular markets for Corn in this city, 


or any of the neighbouring counties, or any where, 


indeed, in this part of Scotland, ſo the requiſite re- 


turns cannot be made in the ee manner as in Eng- 
land.—It will be neceſſary, therefore, that ſome o- 


ther plan be deviſed for this country and the beſt 


mode that occurs to us, is, to give it in charge to a 


Joint meeting of the Juſtices of the county, and Ma- 


giſtrates of the towns from which the returns are to 
be made, to be held weekly in ſuch towns, reſpec- 
tively, to aſcertain and make the heceſſary returns 


of the prices of Corn, by means of a jury of buyers 
and ſellers, or on ſome ſuch plan as that by which 


the aſſige of bread is regulated. 3 


12 «That a power be lodged in your Majeſty, 
with the advice of your Privy Council, du- 
ring the prorogation of Parliament, to prohi- 

bit, generally, the exportation from this king- 
dom, of any ſort of Corn, and, in like man- 
ner, to permit, generally, the importation, on 

the low duties, of any ſort of foreign Corn, 
whenever the average price thereof, taken 
from the returns of the whole kingdom, is 
higher than the price, at, or above which fo- 
reign Corn is allowed, by law, to be import- 
ed, if your Majeſty, in your wiſdom, for the 
ene benefit, ſhall ſo think fit. 


sch,“ That the Collector of the Cuſtoms at every 
port in Great Britain do tranſmit, weekly, to 
the Receiver of Corn returns, an account of the 
quantity of the ſeveral ſorts of Corn ſhipped in 


ſuch port, tobe carried coaſtwiſe, withthe name i 


of the ſbip or veſſel, the name of the maſter, and 
the port or place in Great Britain to which the 


„„ 
Corn was intended to be carried; and alſo an 
account of the quantities of the ſeveral forts 
of Corn, brought coaſtwiſe into each f̃eſpec- 
tive port, with the name of the ſhip or veſſel, 
the name of the maſter, and the name of the 
port or place from whence it is brought; and 
that the ſaid Receiver do, at the end of every 
three months, tranſmit to the Commiſſioners 
of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms in England and Scot- 
lands, an account to be formed and made up 
in fach manner, as the faid' Commiſſioners 
| ſhall approve, of the quantity of the ſeveral 
_ ſorts of Corn fhipped, to be carried coaſtwiſe 
from each port, or brought coaſtwiſe into 
each port, reſpectively. 


"a «That the a in which foreign Corn 
imported is to be lodged, under the joint lock 
of the King and the proprietor, according to 
the ſtatute of the 13th of your Majeſty's reign, 
„ provided? at the public expence; and 
that the officers of the Cuſtoms, whoſe duty 
it is to attend theſe warehouſes, be paid by 
the public, as is now practiſed with reſpect to 
the warehouſing of tobacco. FH 


| Toth, © That foreign Corn imported, th not 
warehouſed, be not allowed again to be ex- 
ported.“ 


Theſe appear to be all proper and wi: regu- 
lations.—It will particularly give the Chamber plea- 


ne ſure to obſerve, that the warehduſes propoſed by the 
oy | gth regulation, form one ſtep towards making this 
10 Country a granary for the ſupply not only of this, 

but of foreign markets—an event moſt deyoutly to 


be wiſhed for, by * friend to the proſperity of 
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theſe kingdoms.— The reaſon given by their Lord- 


ſhips, for this part of the propoſed regulations, merits 
every attention There is,“ ſay they, no regu- 
e lation in our ſyſtem of the Corn Laws that is more 
© beneficial and more deſerves to be extended and 
< improved, than theſe proviſions which permit the 
e warehouſing of foreign Corn—This regulation 
< tends to ſecure to us a very important branch of 
c commerce—it enables our merchants, who re- 
te ceive Corn from the Americans in payment of 
< their debts, to lodge it here, either for the home 
gor foreign. market, as occaſion may require—it is 


* alſo the only method of forming magazines of a 


5 public nature in this country, againſt times of ſcar- 


city and diſtreſs, without prejudice to the Britiſh | 
farmer and grower of Corn—it the legiſlature. 


e have thought it prudent, to pay for the warehou- 
< ſes in which tobacco is depoſited, and the charges 
<« of the officers who are appointed to attend theſe 
ee warehouſes, it is reaſonable that the public revenue 
te ſhould defray the like expence in ſupport of a trade 
e which may. in time prove more valuable than that 


< of tobacco, and may become neceſſary, in certain 
* contingencies, for the ſubſiſtence of your Majeſty's 
9 ſubjects; and from what has been already experi- 


< enced in the caſe of tobacco, the Committee have 
<< reaſon to believe that this expence will he: no con- 


e fiderable burthen to the revenue.” 


xt That Corn ſo warehouſed be permitted 
to be taken out, to be ground by the impor- 
ter or proprietor, on condition that he give 
bond, not ſubject to any ſtamp duty, in 
double the * of the ſaid Corn; that he 


houſed, within two calender months from the 
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will export from the port where it was ware- 


time of taking out the ſaid Carn, a quantity 
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of flour equal to the quantity of Corn * ta- 
ken out, reckoning the quantity of Wheat- 
meal, or other ground Corn, for every buſn- 
el of uch Corn unground, according to the 
proportion as it is now ſettled by law; or 
that he will pay the duty chargeable on the 
ſaid Corn at the time that it was taken out 
of the warehouſe—And that no importer or 
| Proprietor ſhall be entitled to the receipt of 
any bounty on any Corn or flour exported 
by him, until after he has ſettled his account 
of the Corn fo taken out of the „ | 
Wo and N his bond. ee 


"Ham we e beg leave to den, hs an Aesch, 
might with advantage be permitted, either to export, 
as in the regulations, or to return the produce when 
ground into the warehouſe, to remain ſubject to 
the ſame reſtrictions and regulations, and for the 
ſame purpoſes as if it had been imported and ware- 
houſed in that ſtate— This would often enable the 


proprietor to prevent damage to his property from 


heat, or other unfavourable circumſtances, and does 
not appear liable to any abuſe We have obſerved, 
that this article is ſtated more generally in the reſo- 
lutions of the Committee of the Houſe of Commons, 
and hope that in ſpecifying the conditions and limi- 
tations meant to be annexed to it, this particular 
wall be e to. 


31 12th, <> That ac be dermit to be 8 
1 but without bounty, when the price thereof 
is between 448. and 468. and other Corn 
VvVvhen the prices thereof ſhall be in like pro- 
Th portion; and that Wheat be allowed to be im- 
ported into this kingdom, from your Majeſty's 
kingdom of Ireland only, on the low duties, 


* 
when the price thereof i is at or above 46s. 
and other ſorts of Corn when the Res ſhall 
be in like proportion. 
The two regulations contained in this pro- 
pPoſition to take place, whenever the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland-ſhall make a regulation with 


| reſpect to Britiſh Corn, fimilar to * laſt in 
35 favour of Iriſh Corn.” 1995 


Their 1 ordſhips duch this 1 asa © pro- 
„ poſition of importance, which they ſubmit with 
greater diffidence than any of the preceding; and 
C which they only venture to ſuggeſt, in order that 
_ * it may be taken into conſideration. We are ſor- | 
ry to obſerve, that this important propoſition, fo wiſe- 
ly calculated for the benefit of all parts of the coun- 
try, does not appear in the reſolutions of the Com- 
mittee of the Houſe of Commons We fubjoin the 
reaſons which induced their Lordfſhips to ſuggeſt it, 
than which no reaſoning can be more coneluſive. 
* The Committee are inclined to think, that theſe 
* regulations are both beneficial in faves, ; but 
* they have coupled them together, as they think 
© that the one is calculated to counteract an! evil 
© which may be ſuppoſed to ariſe from the other 
„The great Corn counties of Great Britain are in 
„general on the eaſt ſide of the iſland, and there 
* Corn is in general cheapeſt. The capital is for- | 
e tunately ſituated in the midſt of them: But many | 
ce of the great manufacturing counties and towns are 
<* on the oppoſite fide of the iſland, and there Corn 
is generally deareſt—The firſt of theſe regulations | 
<* will be beneficial to the Corn counties on the eaſt | 
< fide of the iſland ; the laſt of theſe regulations will | 
e be beneficial to the populous and manufacturing 
counties and towns on the weſt fide of the iſland, | 
* which are more conveniently * for imports | N 
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| © tion from Ireland; and both regulations taken to- 


6 8 „ gether, will contribute to bring the price of Corn 
all in the difterent parts of the kingdom more to a 
_ Mk level. 


« It is not 3 that any i 1 will 
be exported without bounty, unleſs when Corn is 
much dearer in foreign countries than here, a con- 
W < tingency which may ſometimes, but does not often 
e happen; and there is little reaſon to apprehend 


ro. IE << that the importation of Iriſh Corn into the weſtern 
3th I counties of this kingdom will diſcourage the agri- 
and © culture of them, as much leſs Corn is grown there 


hae I < than i 1s conſumed by the inhabitants, and the PRace 
ſor. of i it 18 conſequently high.“ 


un- It here merits particular obſervation, that the value 
om. of the average of Corn imported into Britain and 
the Ireland exceeds the exportation from both countries, 
- it, as appears from the tables annexed to their Lordſhips 

| repreſentation, by a very conſiderable ſum; fo that 
| Britain requires not only the whole Corn produced 
at home, but all that Ireland can ſpare, and a great 
deal more, to ſupply its inhabitants.—A fact, which 
(co ſay nothing more about the bounty) proves at once 
che increaſing population and conſumption of Bri- 
W tain, and the propriety and expediency of the Props | 
1 freedom of intercourſe with Ireland. 


Their Lordſhip s laſtly adviſe, in order to 5 
the whole Corn . within as narrow a compaſs as 
poſſible, that the act of the 13th of his Mai eſty and 
the act now propoſed ſhould comprehend all 755 re- 
gulations that are allowed to ſubſiſt, or that even 
theſe two acts ſhould be conſolidated. —And we are 
happy to obſerve, that the Committee of the Houſe 
of Commons have adopted this laſt alternative. 
2 
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ons 


ticularly into view, the grievance which the inhabi- 
tants of this country labour under, from the clauſe 
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Upon conſideration of the whole, we would adviſe 


"4 chi Chamber to preſent to their Lordſhips a memorial, 
expreſſing our ſenſe of the important ſervice rendered 


to their country, by their able and elaborate repre- 


ſentation; and "ſtating ſhortly, and with all deference. 
and reſpect, our objections to the principle of the 
preſent laws; but declaring our willingneſs to ac- 


quieſce in any law, which ſhall be thought proper for 
England, with ſuch difference as our local circum- 


ſtances ſhall appear to require; and humbly ſubmit- 


ting to their Lordſhips conſideration, the obſerva- 


tions made, and alterations ſuggeſted on . articles 


1 5 as the baſis of the new law. 


An that nſemoriat It will bs proper at wh __ par- 


in the act of the 13th of his preſent Majeſty, c. 43, 


reſpecting Oatmeal ; which, though fully explain- 
ed in our former reports, we take the liberty to 
Rate again to the Chamber. — By that act, the impor- 


tation of all kinds of Corn is regulated by the ſame 
prices, both in England and Scotland, and, in particu- 
lar, Oats are thereby importable at the low duties, 


whenever the price is at or above 168. per quarter; 


in conſequence whereof, Oatmeal may be imported 
into England, and very great quantities are actually 


imported into the counties of Lancaſter, Cheſter, 
and Cumberland, at the low duties, whenever Oats 


come to that price ;—but in Scotland, and 1t is there 


only that Oatmeal is ſeparately regulated, the 1mport 


price was raiſed by ſaid act, from 13s. 4d. per boll, 


"correſponding nearly to 16s. per quarter of Oats, to 
no leſs than 168. per boll;—and to add to this grie- 


© © yance, while every other kind of Grain may be im- 


Tbs 


ported at the low — when the prices are at or 
above the rates affixed to them, Oatmeal cannot be 


ts imported till it exceed the above- mentioned enhanced 


price of 168. per boll;—and though every other kind 


of Grain arriving at a ſhut port may be warehouſed 


till it open, Oatmeal: is not permitted to be ware- 
houſed in any caſe. In theſe particulars. the law 
operates ſo very unequally, and bears ſo hard on 
this country, that a bare recital of the grievance, 
muſt, we are perſuaded, be ſufficient to intereſt their 


ps, to uſe their good offices to have it cor- 
rected; without which the law cannot be _ We 
dame © over r the whole united e Tg | 


it may * 3 obſerved, as n e 


8 this inequality, that whenever Wheat may be i impor- 


ted at the low duties, in conſequence of its price be- 


ing at or above 48s. per quarter, .Whear-Flour, the 


bread of the greateſt part of England, may alſo be 
imported at a duty of twopence per hundred weight, 
which is juſt equal to ſixpence per quarter, the low 
duty on Wheat.—By the ſame rule, whenever Oats 
may be imported at the low duties, by the price 
thereof being at or above 16s. per quarter, Oatmeal 


is importable into England, and ought alſo to be im- 


portable into Scotland, at an equally low duty, or at 
the price of about 13s. 4d. per boll, of eight ſtone 


Dutch weight, or nearly 140 lb. Engliſh; but this is 


ſo far from being the caſe, that eee the bread 
of the poor, the labourer, and the manufacturer in 
Scotland, cannot be there imported, till, (as already 
mentioned.) it exceed 168. per boll, which has pre- 
ciſely the ſame effect with a duty againſt this coun- 


try, of no leſs than 28. 8d. per boll, or about 28. 1d. 


per ewt. while Wheat Flour may be imported at 
twopence duty on the fame quantity. The inhabi- 


tants of Scotland demand only equality, and we have 


1 8 1 


full confidence in their title as Britiſh ſubjects, as well 
as in the wiſdom and juſtice of Parliament, that they 
will now be put, in that reſpect, on the fame footing 
with their nh of Eagland. topos 


We have only further to beg leave to mention an 
improvement ſuggeſted in our laſt report, which ap- 
pears to us calculated to ſave expence to the mer- 
chant, without interfering with the farmer; namely, 
that veſſels with Corn or Meal intended for a port, 
which, on arrival, is found ſhut againſt importation 
at the low duties, ſhould be permitted, even after 
being reported at the Cuſtomhouſe, to proceed to an 
open diſtrict, and there to diſpoſe of the cargo, with- 
out the neceſſity of landing or re- exportation; and 
that warehouſed Grain and Meal ſhould be allowed 
to be ſhipped e or . n gave ge e 
u e . e 


5 Gilbert un 
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| Glaſgow, gth April, 1790. 


At a Meeting of the DigzcToRrs of the CHAu- 
BER of COMMERCE and MANUFACTURES, 
eſtabliſhed by Royal Charter, in this City, 

held this day in the Tontine Tavern, 8 


ARCHIBALD GRAHAME, Eſq; in the Chair. 


The Meeting having heard and conſidered the 


repreſentation made to his Majeſty, by the Right 


Honourable the Lords of the Committee of Privy 
Council for Trade, on the preſent ſtate of the Corn 
Laws, and the. proviſions propoſed- by them for a- 


mending and improving theſe Laws, together with 


the foregoing Report on that ſubject, 
Reſolved, That the aid Report be, and is hereby, 


8 approved of, and ordered to be printed. 


Extracted from che minutes of the Chamber, 


oy Gilbert Namullom, Seretany e 
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